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FOREWORD 


I begin with every beautiful name that belongs to Allah, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful. 

All complete praise is due to Allah alone the Rabb! of all that exists. May 
blessings and greetings be upon the best of His creation Muhammad 
(,lisez), the last and final Messenger, and upon his family, companions and 
all those who follow him until the day of Judgement. 

This is a comprehensive translation of the book Fadhail Ash-Sham, The 
Virtues Of Sham, by the great scholar Shaykh Imam Muhammad b. Ahmad 
b. ’Abdil Hadi also famously known as Imam Ibn ’ Abdil Hadi. 


This book is a short treatise that includes 2 main sections which discuss: 
1) Aydt and Ahadith about the virtues of Sham. 
2) Ahadith which mention the rise of Fitnah from the East. 


Allah has given some people superiority over other people, as well as some 
days superiority over other days. Similarly, He has given superiority and 
bestowed virtue on some ateas of the Earth over others such as Makkah, 
Madinah and Sham etc. Allah the Most High says, 


“[When Masa (’Alayhisalam) said to his people] O my people, 
enter the blessed land [i.e., Palestine] which Allah has assigned to 
you.” 


(Sarah Ma’idah ayah no.21) 


Imam Qatadah explains that the meaning of “the blessed land” is Sham. 


The Prophet (-llseé) said, 

“Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, took the covenant from me, just as 
He took the covenant from the Prophets (’Alayhimusalam). He gave the 
good news of me to Isa b. Maryam (’Alayhisalam) and my mother had a 
dream [at the time of my birth] in which she saw exiting from between her 
feet a torch which illuminated the palaces of Sham.’? 


1 [ITN] The word Rabb has a vast meaning. Its detailed meaning is the Sustainer, 
Cherisher, Master and Nourisher. 

2 [IN] Tafsir at-Tabari vol.4, p.45 and it’s Isndd is Hasan 

3 [TN] Sahch ul-Jami’ Hadith no.224 
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Ibn Kathir said, the fact that Sham is singled out in conjunction with his 


light indicates that his (,'é) religion and teachings will abide in the land of 
Shams 

Various amounts of scholars have authored books on the virtues of 

Sham. Some of the more famous ones ate: 

- Virtues of Sham by Imam Sam’ani 

- Virtues of Sham and Damascus by ’ Ali b. Muhammad at-Rab’i 
In the recent years the people of Sham have been undergoing huge 
tribulations in which they are being oppressed. Women are being widowed, 
children are being slaughtered and weak old people are being dragged to the 
ground. 

We believe that this is a temporary test on the people of Sham, which 
will remove the corruption and create more Imdn among them after which it 
will become the stronghold (heartland) of the believers according to the 
prophecy of the Prophet (l'set).5 

In order for the reader to humanise with the people of Sham I have 
included some pre-reading sections which gives some historical background 
of Sham. Additionally, I have included a brief biography of Imam Ibn 
“Abdil Hadi and an appendix section which includes some other Ahadith 
related to Sham. 

Some beneficial footnotes compiled by me are marked as translator’s 
notes [TN] to further aid the readers in their pursuit of seeking the reality of 
this topic. 

Although every effort has been made to ensure this modern translation 
is as accurate as possible, if there are any obvious errors in it, then I will be 
deeply grateful to its readers to provide feedback and guidance. 

I hope that this book benefits others. If so, then it is only a blessing 
from Allah, and then the product of guidance from my teachers and 
encouragement of sincere friends. I also hope that with works like this, I 
can make a modest contribution to the right understanding of Islam. I 
sincerely ask Allah to accept my meagre efforts in this regard. 

I ask Allah to make this simple endeavour a source of pleasure for us all 
and a source of success in the Hereafter. 

O Allah, save the oppressed among the believers and Muslims in the 
land of Sham, and in the east and west of the Earth, O Most Merciful grant 
them relief and a way out from oppression. Amin 


Abu Ubaydah Arsalan Yunus 
Rabi Uth-Thani, 1445 Hijri 


4 [IN] Tafsir Ibn Kathir vol.1, p.444 
5 [I'N] This Hadith is Sahih. Sunan an-Nasa7 Hadith no0.3501. See Silsilah Ahadith As- 
Sahihah Hadith no.1935 


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


The Breadth Of Sham 


An insight of the early Islamic sources defines the geographic boundaries of 
Sham as modern day Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, southwest Turkey, northeast 
gradient of Egypt, parts of Jordan and potentially parts of northwest Saudi 
Arabia. 

The famous historian Yaqut al-Hamawi, when defining the boundaries 
of Sham, stated, 

“It is from the Euphrates till al-Arish near Egypt. As for its width, it is 
from both mountains of Tay [near modern day Ha’il in Saudi Arabia] from 
the direction of the Qiblah till the Mediterranean Sea, including whatever 
lands there are in that direction. Among the major cities within it are 
Manjib, Aleppo, Hama, Homs, Damascus, Jerusalem and al-Ma’ara, and on 
the coast are Antioch, Trippoli, Acre, Tyre, Asqalan and others...’6 


Syria, Suriya and Assyria 
What we now call Syria in English has its original name in Arabic as Swrzya. 
The Greeks called it Syrioz This name is derived from the ancient name 
called Assyria. Thousands of years ago this was a combination of Iraq, 
western Iran, south eastern and central Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, 
northern Egypt and modern day Syria. Its capital was located in Iraq along 
the Tigris River in Assur. 

Modern day Syria on the other hand is an Islamic country in West Asia. 
This has been the official name since the 1s* World War (1914-18). 


Shamin, Sham and Aram 
The ancient Arabs used to call Assyria with the name of Shamin or Sham 
which is attributed to Sam, the son of Prophet Nuh (’ Alayhisalam), whose 
descendants ate thought to have settled here. Hence it was called Sham 
since the beginning of the Islamic era. Its other ancient name was Iram or 
Aram which was the name of the son of Sam b. Nuh (’Alayhisalam). 

Abu ‘Abdullah (imam Bukhari) said, Sam was called so because it is 
situated to the left of the Ka’bah.’ 


Ancient Civilisations 
Around 10,000 BC the city of Jericho was founded and is located in 


6 [TN] Ma‘jam al-Buldan by Yaqut al-Hamawi vol.3, p.312. Additionally other 
potential areas of Sham include Tabik and Dumat ul-Jandal etc. see Ithat al-ARhisa Bi 
Fadba‘l al-Magjid al-Agsa vol.2, p.132 
TTIN] Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.3499 
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modern day West Bank. Around 5000 BC the Ghassuhans were migrating 
into Palestine and developing permanent villages as well as efficient 
agricultural techniques. Around 2500 BC the Ebla Kingdom was a 
significant area covering northern Sham. A recent discovery of 20,000 
plaques shows traces of trade relations between Ebla and Egypt. 

The Palestine Exploration Fund (PEF) founded in London 1865 is the 
oldest organisation in the world created specifically for the study of the area 
called Sham. With their efforts and practical work of excavations a lot of 
information regarding the inhabitants of this area has come to light. Some 
excavations have revealed traces of a period in which people lived only on 
hunting and were cave dwellers. These people also used to burn their dead 
which is the custom of the Aryans and they appear to be have been the 
Horites or Horams, ancestors of the Edomites, that migrated from the 
Arabian peninsula. Therefore some scholars believe that these are the 
original inhabitants of Canan and Palestine. 


Ibrahim ( Alayhisalam) In Sham 


Around 2000-1800 BC, Ibrahim (’Alayhisalam) came to Haran (Turkey) 
from Iraq. Then he migrated from Haran to a city in northern Sham called 
Halab (Aleppo) and it is said that because of his distribution of milk here 
this city was named Halab (Milk). After that he moved to Palestine from 
Halab. 


Cananites To The Babylonian (Chaldean) Empire 

Between 2000-1000 BC Sham was occupied by the Cananites, who were an 
Arab tribe that came from the Arabian Peninsula. The Cananites called the 
outsiders who migrated from Ur, Mesopotamia, as Abus or Abram (literally 
meaning on the other side). Meaning, those coming from the other side of 
the Euphrates and Jordan river. This word later became Herio meaning 
Hebrew. The arrival of the Hebrews here is implied in their name itself. 
Then the Phoenicians and Egyptians occupied it. After them the Aramaic, 
Assyrian and Babylonian (Chaldean) occupied here. 

After 1450 BC, Damascus was ruled by the Egyptians. Around 1200 BC 
during the course of the Trojan war the Greek civilisation collapsed and 
one of their communities called the Philistines established themselves on 
the coast of Canan in Palestine. It is said that the word Palestine is hence 
derived from the Greek word Philistine. Around 1000 BC the Kingdom of 
Sulayman (‘Alayhisalam) included the areas from the Gulf of Aqaba to the 
Euphrates River. 

The Babylonian (Chaldean) King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Sham in 
the early 6th century BC. In the middle of the 6th century BC, Cyrus the 
Greek King of Persia, conquered Sham. 
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After that around 300 BC Alexander conquered Sham. It then became 
part of the Greek Slovak Empire, founded by Alexander’s General Slav 
whose capital was in Antioch. 


Sham In The Roman Empire 

Around 64 BC, the Romans conquered Sham. At that time, Antioch, with a 
population of 500,000, was the 34 largest city in the Roman Empire after 
Rome and Alexandria. Alexander Severus, emperor of the Roman Empire, 
was a native of Sham. The Jupiter Temple of Jerusalem was built on the 
ruins of the 2"¢ Temple, which was destroyed by the Roman General Titus 
in 70 AD. 


Queen Zenobia (Zaynab) 

From the 1st to the 34 century BC, there was an Arab Empire in the Sham 

city of Tadmur (Palmyra), which was a stronghold of the Roman Empire. 
Tadmur was a famous oasis which became an important trading centre. 

It’s ruler fought alongside the Romans against Persia. When he died, his 

queen, Zenobia, continued to run the government. In a short span of time, 

Tadmur gained independence from the Romans. 


Christianity In Sham 

Isa (’Alayhisalam) was born in Palestine at Nazareth during the reign of 
Augustus Caesar. People tried to crucify him but Allah raised him alive to 
Heaven. After this, Christianity started to spread in Sham. When Caesar 
Constantine accepted Christianity in around 300 AD and moved the capital 
from Rome to Constantinople (modern day Istanbul) most of the 
population of Sham also accepted Christianity. 


The Prophet (4!) In Sham 


During his (Ass) adolescence the Prophet (ase) went on a business trip 
with his uncle Abi Talib to a city in Sham close to Damascus. It is said that 
a Christian Monk saw his mark of Prophethood (liye) and recognized that 
he is the awaited Prophet (Aseé). During his (Alyeé) later life he (asst) 
worked with Khadijah (Radi Allaha ‘Anha) and trader her goods during 
visits to Sham. 

The Prophet (lyse) made the miraculous journey to the Heavens from 
the area of Masjid ul-Aqsa at Jerusalem. Praying Salah in Masjid ul-Aqsa is 
250 times greater in reward than in other Masajid except for the Haram in 
Makkah and the Prophet (ise) Masjid in Madinah. 
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Conquest Of Sham 


Abu Ubaydah (Radi Allaht ‘Anhu) with the commander Khalid b. Walid 
(Radi Allaha “Anhu) conquered Damascus during the Caliphate of ‘Umar 
(Radi Allaha “Anhu) around 635 AD. He then went onto conquer the 
neighbouring cities around Shaw such as Ba’labak, Homs, Aleppo and 
Antioch which is where the Caesar Heracles was situated. Then in 637 AD 
he conquered all the northern and coastal areas of Sham as well as Bayt u/- 
Magqdis, Jerusalem. 

Around 638 AD Suhayl b. Adi (Radi Allaha “Anhu) conquered Iraq and 
then conquered the city of Raqa which is on the banks of the Euphrates 
river in Sham. Additionally, lyad b. Ghanam (Radi Allaht ’Anhu) conquered 
other cities in Sham. 


Companions Buried In Sham 
Khalid b. Walid, Nu’man b. Bashir and Thawban (Radi Allahu ‘“Anhum) are 
buried at Homs. 
Mu awiyah b. Sufyan and Dihya b. Kalbi are buried at Damascus. 
Bilal b. Rabah (Radi Allaht ’Anhu) is buried at Aleppo. 
Maadh b. Jabal and Ja’far b. Abt Talib (Radi Allaha “Anhuma) are 


buried around modern day Jordan. 


Umayyad Dynasty 
From 660-749 AD Damascus was the capital for the Umayyad dynasty. 
During this era Arabic became the official language and replaced Aramaic 
and Greek in Sham. The Hebrews also thought of the revival of their dead 
language, as a result of which the Hebrew language was saved again. 
Christian scholars translated books on medicine, science and 
mathematics from Greek into Syriac which were then translated into 
Arabic. Cotton was used to make paper. This is evident based on 
discovering that a paper factory existed in Damascus in the 10" century. 


Abbasid Dynasty 

In 750 AD the Abbasid dynasty was established where the capital was 
located in Baghdad. This was after ‘Abdullah b. ‘Ali entered Damascus and 
fought against the Umayyads thus taking over Sham. 


Fatimid, Seljuk And Zangi Dynasty 

The Banu Tulun captured Sham in 887 AD after which it was taking over by 
the Hamdanis. After that, the Fatimids took over around 977 AD and it 
was during their era that the Crusaders came and took control of Sham. 
Around 1128 AD the Zangis conquered Aleppo and then took control of 
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Damascus in 1154 AD and saved it from being under control of the 
Crusaders. 


Salahudin Ayuabi In Sham 

After the death of the Zangi leader, Damascus was threatened by the 
Crusaders so Salahudin Ayubi had come to Damascus from Egypt. Over 
the next few years they pushed the Crusaders back to the coast. In 1187 AD 
Salahudin Ayubi freed and conquered Jerusalem from the Crusaders. 


Mamluk Dynasty 


From 1250-1516 AD Sham was under control of the Mamluks who had 
their capital at Cairo in Egypt. 


Tatar Attacks And The Crusaders End In Sham 


In 1260 AD Halaku Khan captured Aleppo and Damascus. However in the 
same year the Mamluk general, Rukn ud-Din Baybars of Egypt, defeated 
the Tatars at Palestine and became the ruler of Sham, Egypt, Yemen and 
Hijaz. 

Rukn ud-Din Baybars looked up to Salahudin Ayubi and defeated the 
Crusaders from the coastal cities and forts of Sham to the point that they 
were never able to recover from their territorial losses. 

Notable scholars during this era include Imams Ibn ’Asakir, Dhahabi, 
Ibn Khalikan, Ibn Kathir, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn ul-Qayim and Ibn Qudamah. 


Ottoman Dynasty 
In 1516 AD Salim I, sensing the threat of the Portuguese Crusaders, began 
to remove the weak Mamluk rulers from Sham and Egypt by defeating 
them. In the following year Sham, Egypt and Hijaz came under rulership of 
the Ottomans with their capital at Constantinople. 

At the end of the 19 century the Ottomans connected Damascus and 
Constantinople by a railway line. In 1908 AD the Damascus to Madinah 
railway started running. 


Sham In The 20" Century 


The Balfour Declaration was issued by the British in 1917 which 
announced support for the establishment of Zionist people in Palestine. 
This is considered a principal cause of the ongoing issues in modern day 
Palestine. A year later during the 1% World War in October 1918 AD the 
British forces occupied Sham. Then, under an agreement in July 1920, the 
French Imperial Empire occupied parts of Sham. 

After this, Sham became fragmented and broke up into independent 
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territories. In 1946 Lebanon, Jordan and Syria declared independence. In 
1947 the UN proposed a partition of Palestine. This has resulted in long 
lasting consequences and inflamed unnecessary conflict in which there is a 
clear prejudice of civil and religious rights of existing non-Zionist 
communities in Palestine. 


THE VIRTUES OF SHAM 
BIOGRAPHY OF IMAM IBN ’ABDIL HADI 


Name 
His name is Shams ud-Din Abt Abdillah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. 
‘Abdul Hadi b. Qudamah Maqdisi al-Hanbali. 


Birth 


He was born was born in the year 704 Hyri8 


Teachers 
He studied Hadith with Hafidh Al-Mizi and remained in his company for 10 
years. He became so skilled that Imam Dhahabi and his teacher Imam Al- 
Mizi used to benefit from him.? 

He also benefited from Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah and remained in 
his company for a long time. 


Virtues 
Ibn Kathir 

“He was the Hafidh the Allamah...he excelled in the sciences [of 
Islam]...he had a good understanding of religion with an authentic mind.”!° 


His Books 


Some of his famous books are: 

-  Tabagat “Ulema Al-Hadith is a biography collection of Hadith 
scholats. 

-  Tangih Tahqig Fi Abadith Ta’lig is a collection of evidences used by 
the Hanabilah and defines their authenticity or weakness. 

-  Ass-Sarim ul-Munki Fi Rad Ala Subki is a refutation of Subki 
regarding weak and fabricated Ahadith. This book also covers 
visiting graves, Masjids and the Prophet (ysi). 

-  AlMuharar Fil Hadith is a summary of rulings of Hadith. 


Death 

Imams Ibn Kathir and Dhahabi state that Ibn Abdil Hadi passed away on 
the 10% of Jamad ul-Ula 3 Hijri at the age of 40 years after suffering from 
fever and boils for 3 months." 


8[IN] ALBidiyah Wan-Nibiyah by Ibn Kathir vol,14, p.211 
° [IN] Ad-Durar al-Kaminah vol.3, p.331 
10 [IN] Ad-Durar al-Kaminah vol.5, p.62 
"PTN] Ad-Durar al-Kaminah vol.5, p.62 
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CHAPTER NO.1 
AYATAND AHADITH ABOUT THE VIRTUES OF 
SHAM 


Allah the Most High says, 


“Glory be to the One Who took His servant "Muhammad by night 
from the Sacred Masjid to the Farthest Masjid whose surroundings 
We have blessed...” 


(Sarah Al-Isra, ayah no.1)'2 
Allah the Most High says, 


“And to Solomon [We subjected] the wind, blowing forcefully, 
proceeding by his command toward the land which We had 
blessed...” 


(Sarah Al-Anbiya, ayah no.81)'3 
And Musa (’Alayhisalam) said to his people, 


“O my people, enter the blessed land [i.e., Palestine] which Allah has 
assigned to you...” 


(Sarah Al-Ma‘idah, ayah no.21) 
Allah the Most High says, 


“And We delivered him and Lot to the land which We had blessed for 
the worlds [i.e., peoples].” 


(Sarah Al-Anbiya, ayah no.77) 


12 [IN] Imam at-Tabari said, [the meaning of] “whose surroundings We have 
blessed” here, Allah is saying: of which We have made the surrounding area blessed 
for its inhabitants in their livelihoods, food, tilling and planting. See Tafsir at-Tabari, 
vol.14, p.448 

13 [TN] The commentators of the Qur'an have agreed that this refers to the land 
of Sham. See Tafsir at-Tabari vol.17, p.55 and Tafsir Ibn Kathir vol.3, p.188. 
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Hadith No.1 


Nafi? narrates from Ibn “Umar (Radi Allaha ‘Anhu) that the Prophet 
(disci) said, 

“O Allah! Bless!* for us our Sham and bless for us our Yemen.” 
He (,llse&) said this many times, so when he (,tlyst) said it for the 34 or 4% 
time, they [the people] said, O Messenger of Allah (tlyaz), then [also] in our 
Iraq? 

He (set) said, “There will be earthquakes and tribulations by means of 
it, and the horn of Shaytan will come out from there.” 


This Hadith is Sabih. It was reported by Bukhari'5, Tirmidhi'® and 
Tabarani'’. [The words in the Hadith are from Tabarani]. 


'4 PEN] Imam Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali said, it should be understood that the blessing 
in ash-Sham includes blessing in both religious and worldly matters. Hence the land 
is called blessed. Majmu ‘ah Rasa‘ Ibn Rajab vol.3, p.224 
15 [IN] Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.1037. In the wording of Bukhari there is the word 
Najd in the same place of Iraq. The word Nad in this context is synonymous with 
the word Iraq. 
Imam Ibn ul-Athir mentions that Najd is not the name of a place but rather 
refers to the highland region beyond Hijaz towards Iraq. An-Nihiyah vol.5, p.18 
Imam Ibn Hajar mentions that Al-Khatabi said, the Nayd is in the direction of 
the East, and for the one who is in Madinah then his Najd would be the desert of 
Iraq and its regions for this is to the east of the people of Madinah. The basic 
meaning of Najd is that which is raised or elevated from the Earth in contrast to a/ 
Gawr for that is what is lower than it. Tzhama [the coastal plain along the south 
western and southern shores of the Arabian Peninsula] is entirely a+Gawr and 
Makkah is in Tihamah. Fath ul-Bari vol.13, p.58 
16 [TN] This Hadith is Sahih. Sunan at-Tirmidhi Hadith no.3953 
17 TN] This Hadith is Sahih. Mu ‘jam al-Kabir of at-Tabarani vol.12, p.384 
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Hadith No.2 


Abu Darda (Radi Allaht “Anhu) narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
(dlisei) said, 

“While I was sleeping, I saw [in a dream] as if the Amud'® (pillar, column 
or spine) of the Book was carried from beneath my head. So I thought it 
was being taken, consequently I followed it with my sight and it was taken 
to Sham. Lo, indeed Iman will be in Sham at the time when the tribulation 
occurs.”!9 


It has been narrated by Imam Ahmad”? and other than him. Al-Imam Al- 
Hafidh Abt ’ Abdullah?! said, this Hadith is well-known and in my opinion 
its Sanad is of the standard of Bukhari and Allah knows best. 


18 [TN] Imam Ibn Hajar said that, the meaning of Awzd (pillar, column, spine) 
when seen in a dream, it is the saying of the scholars of dream interpretation they 
say whoever sees an Amud in a dream then it represents the religion, or a man relied 
upon in it, and they interpret the Amd with religion and authority. Fath u/-Bari 
vol.12, p.403 
19 TT'N] Imam Ibn Taymiyyah said that, the pillar of the book and Islam, this refers 
to something that acts as a support; what is referred to here is those who learn the 


Qur’an and adhere to it. This is similar to the words of the Prophet (see), that 
the heartland of the believers is ash-S‘am, [see Musnad Abmad vol.4, p.104, Sunan 
an-Nasat Hadith no.3561, classed as Sahih by Shaykh Albani. See Si/silah Ahadith As- 
Sahihah Hadith 10.1935). Majmu‘ ul-Fatawa, vol.27, p.42 

In this Hadith the Prophet (dlysk) is shown through a dream the Book’s pillar 
meaning that it is a sign of the end of Iman. This type of sign is one of the signs of 
the coming of the Day of Judgement so the Prophet (,lse) encouraged migration 
to Sham at the end of time where there will be Imdn in Sham. It should be noted 


that the Prophet’s (<llse&) dream is true and it is also a type of revelation. Imam Al- 
Qurtubi explains in At+Tadhkirah that perhaps these tribulations are what will occur 
when Dajia/ emerges and Allah knows best. 

20 [TN] This Hadith is Sahib. Musnad Ahmad vol.36, p.62 Hadith no.21733. See Sahib 
At-Targhib Wat-Tarhib Hadith no.3094 and Takbrij Ahadith Fadba’il Ash-Sham Wa 
Dimishq by Shaykh Albani p.12. 

21 [TN] He is Al-Hafidh Diya ud-Din al-Maqdisi the author of ALAbadith al- 
Mukhtarah. 
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Hadith No.3 


Imam Tabarani reported from Abdullah b. ‘Amr (Radi Allaha “Anhu) that 
the Prophet (222) said, 

“T saw in a dream that the Avud (pillar, column or spine) of the Book 
has been taken and it was moving towards Sham. So when the tribulations 
occur then there will be Iman in Sham.” 


22 [ITN] The Hadith is Sahih. A-Mu ‘jam Al-Awsat of At-Tabarani vol.3, p.127, Hadith 
no.2689. See Sabih At-Targhib Wat-Tarhib Hadith no.3092 and Takbhrij Abadith 
Fadha’il Ash-Sham Wa Dimishq by Shaykh Albani p.31. 
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Hadith No.4 


Similarly it is narrated from Abu Umamah (Radi Allahi ’Anhu) from the 
Prophet (i522) that, 

“T saw the Amud (pillar, column or spine) of the book being pulled from 
under my pillow, consequently I followed it with my sight and lo and 
behold it was a shining light until I thought that I would fall in love with it. 
It was going towards Sham and indeed I interpreted it to mean that when 
the tribulations occur then Iman will be in Sham.” 


23 [IN] This Hadith is Da‘if Jiddan due to the weakness of Ufayr b.Ma’dan in the 
Isnad. ALMu ‘jam Al-Kabir of Tabarani vol.8, p.170, Hadith no.7714. See Hadith no.3 
for a similar wording that is Sahih. 


THE VIRTUES OF SHAM 


Hadith No.5 


Similarly it is narrated from ‘Abdullah b. Hawalah (Radi Allaht “Anhu) he 
said, that the Messenger of Allah (.i%22) said, 

“On the night of Isra 1 saw a white pillar which appeared to be made of 
pearls being carried by the Angels, I asked, what are you carrying? 

They replied, the Aud (pillar, column or spine) of Islam, and we have 
been commanded to place it in Sham. 

[The Prophet (.2) continued], Whilst I was sleeping I saw a pillar of 
the book that was taken from beneath my pillow and I thought Allah has 
forsaken the people of the Earth. Consequently I followed it with my sight 
and there was a light shining before me until it was placed in Sham.” 

“Abdullah b. Hawalah (Radi Allaha “Anhu) said, O Messenger of Allah 
(sue), chose for me [a place to go when this happens].He (2422) said, 

“Stick to [and go to] Sham.?4 


24 [TN] This Hadith is Da ‘if? Musnad Ash-Shamiyin of Tabarani vol.1, p.345. See Da’if 
At-Targhib Wat-Tarhib Hadith no.1806. See Hadith no.3 for a similar wording that is 
Sabih. 
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Hadith No.6 


Similarly it is narrated from Ufayr b. Ma’dan, from Salim b. Amir, from 
Aba Umamah (Radi Allaha ’Anhu), from the Prophet (.i4<@) that he 
(liu ) said, 

“Sham is from one of Allah’s chosen lands, to which His chosen 
servants will be drawn to. So whoever moved out of Sham to some other 
place (or country) then he is in Allah’s displeasure, and the one who entered 
Sham from some other place (or country) then he is in Allah’s mercy.”’5 


25 [TN] This Hadith is Da’if Jiddan. Al-Mu‘jam Al-Kabir of Tabarani vol.8, p.171. See 
Da if At-Targhib Wat-Tarbib Hadith no.1807. Thete is a similar Hadith which is Sahih 
that states Aba. Umamah (Radi Allaha © Anhu) said that the Messenger of Allah 

(tele ) said, “The chosen land of Allah is Sham and in it are His chosen people and 
servants. A group from my nation will certainly enter Paradise without any 
reckoning or punishment.” See Swsilah As-Sahihah Hadith no.1909 and Sahih ul-Jami’ 
Hadith no.3765 
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Hadith No.7 


Imam Ahmad said, Abdusamad narrated to us, Hammad narrated to us, 
from Juriri, from Abul Masha’ - and he is Laqit b. al-Masha’, from Abu 
Umamah (Radi Allaha ’Anhu) that he said, 

“The Hour will not be established until the good people of Iraq move to 
Sham and the evil people of Sham move to Iraq.’ 
The Messenger of Allah (.i522) said, 

“Stick to [and go to] Sham.”?’ 


26 [IN] This Azhar is Sahih. Musnad Ahmad vol.36, p.461 and Musanaf Ibn Abi 
Shaybah n0.37739 

27 [IN] This Hadith is Sahih. Musnad Ahmad vol.36, p.461 and A/-Mu ‘jam Al-Kabir of 
Tabarani vol.19, p.420 
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Hadith No.8 


Khuraym b. Fatik al-Asadi a companion of the Messenger of Allah (.i%522) 
said that he heard the Messenger of Allah (.i52) say, 

“The people of Shaw are Allah’s whip on the Earth. He takes vengeance 
through them however he wishes. It is impossible for their hypocrites [from 
the people of Sham to prevail over the believers and they [the hypocrites] 
would never die except in a state of distress, rage, or sorrow [anxiety].” 


In the same way, it has been reported by At-Tabarani?® in Marfu’’ [form]. 
Imam Ahmad and Abt Ya’la al-Mawsili? reported it in Mawquf |form].>° 


28 [TN] ALMa‘jam Al-Kabir vol.4, p.209, Hadith no.4163. This Hadith in Marfu”’ 
[form] is Da’iff See Da if At-Targhib Wat-Tarhib Hadith no.1811 and Sisilab Ad- 
Da’ifah of Shaykh Albant Hadith no.13 however the text is Sabih due to the 
narration being in Musnad Ahmad with a Hasan Isnad. 

29 [IN] Masnad Abu Ya‘la as mentioned in Ath-Thigat by Ibn Hibban vol.4, p.28 

30 [IN] This Hadith is Sahih in Mawgquf [form]. Musnad Ahmad vol.25, p.467. In this 
Hadith , Allah has called the people of Sham His weapon and has given the believers 
of the people of Sham dominion over the hypocrites. Additionally, He said that 
those hypocrites who harass my believing servants will die in a state of grief and 
anxiety. 


THE VIRTUES OF SHAM 


Hadith No.9 


From Mu’awiyah b. Qurah. from his father (Radi Allahu “Anhu) he said, 
the Messenger of Allah (22) said, 

“When the people of Sam become corrupt there is no good in you. 
There will always be a group of my Ummah who will be victorious [through 
Allah’s help], and they will not be harmed by those who seek to humiliate 
them until the hour comes.” 


Reported by Al-Imam Ahmad?!, Aba Ya’la Mawsil?, Ibn Majah3> and 
Tirmidh? who said [this is a] Hasan Sahih Hadith.°> 


35 [TN] This Hadith is present in various different books with minor differences. 
The words “When the people of Sham become corrupt there is no good in you...” 
refers to the people of Sham who will suffer from this tribulation and corruption, 
however there will be a group on the truth who will receive the help of Allah. The 
following are the sayings of the scholars of Hadith regarding this group: 

1. Imam Bukhari narrates from his Shaykh Imam Ali b. Madini that they are 

the Ashab ul-Hadith [the people of Hadith]. (Tinmidhi Hadith no.2192) 

2. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal said that if the Ahlul Hadith are not meant by this 
group, then I do not know who is meant. 

3. Qadhi Iyad said, the intended meaning of Imam Ahmad is Ah/us Sunnah 
Wal Jama’ah and those people who follow the methodology of the AA/u/ 
Hadith. 

4. Imam Nawawi said that, it is possible that this group consists of several 
groups of believers, such as the brave, those who have insight, the Fuqaha, 
the scholars of Hadith, the scholars of Tafsir, the ones who enjoin good 
and forbid evil, the ascetic and the worshipper, and it is not necessary for 
them to be gathered in one area. Fath u/-Bari vol.1, p.164 

Allah has granted the Ummah of Muhammad (sez) the honor that it will not be 
completely misled in the same way as the previous ones were misled so that none 
of them remained on the straight path. Rather there will always be a group from the 
Ummah who will be on the straight path. 
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Hadith No.10 


From Umayr b. Hani, from Mu awiyah b. Abt Sufyan (Radi Allahu ’Anhu) 
that he heard the Messenger of Allah (#422) saying during a sermon, 

“There will continue to be a group from my Ummah that shall uphold 
Allah’s religion. They will not be harmed by those who forsake or oppose 
them and they shall remain in that state [of dominance] until Allah’s 
command [the Day of Judgment] arrives.” 

Umayr said, Malik b. Yukhamir said, 

O Amir ul-Mu’minin, I heard Ma’adh saying, they are in Sham. 


Reported by Bukhari®* and other than him.*” 


36 [IN] Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.3641 
37 [IN] Sahih Muslim Hadith no.1037 
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Hadith No.11 


Reported by Muhammad b. Kathir, from al-Awza’i, from Qatadah, from 
Anas (Radi Allaha ’Anhu) he said, the Messenger of Allah (222) said, 

“A group of people from my Ummah will continue to fight in defence 
of truth and remain triumphant until the Day of Judgment.” 

He (2422) pointed towards Sham with his (.f422) hand. 


Reported by Hafidb Abt ‘Abdullah [Diya ud-Din al-Maqdisi] with his 
Isnad8. The well-known report [is] Qatadah. From Mutarif, from Imran%? 
and Allah knows best. 


33 [IN] This Isnad is Da’if Jiddan. Al-Abadith ul-Mukhtarah vol.7, p.97, Hadith 
no.2511. The main 2 reasons for the Isnad being Da # Jiddan is because, 1. 
Muhammad b. Kathir and Qatadah are both Muadalis narrators and they are 
narrating this with the word “from”, 2. Muhammad b. Kathir has been criticised by 
various Imams see Mzzan ul-I’tidal vol.6, p.331. Although this Isnad is not Sahih the 
same wording of the Hadith without the words “He (tet) pointed towards Sham 
with his (Asst) hand.” is similar to other Sahih Hadith such as the one narrated by 
Jabir b. Abdullah (Radi Allaha “Anhu) in Sahih Muslim Hadith 10.1923 

39 [TIN] This Hadith is Sahih. Musnad Ahmad vol.33, p.83 and Sunan Aba Dawid 
Hadith no.2484. 
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Hadith No.12 


Abu Salih Khawlani, from Abt Hurayrah (Radi Allaht ‘Anhu), from the 
Messenger of Allah (.i22) who said, 

“A group of my Ummah will always fight in and around the gates of 
Damascus, and in and around Bayt u/-Maqdis. They will not be harmed by 
those who forsake them. They will prevail over the truth until the Day of 
Judgment is established.” 


Reported Abul Qasim b. Sulayman b. Ahmad Al-Lakhmi.“ 


40 [IN] This Hadith is Da ‘if Jiddan. Al-Mujam Al-Awsat vol.1, p.19, Hadith no.47. 
The Hadith is Da’if Jiddan because both Walid b. Abad and Abu Salih al-Khawlani 
ate Majhul narrators. Takhrij Abadith Fadha’il Ash-Sham Wa Dimishq by Shaykh 
Albani p.64 
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Hadith No.13 


Imam Ahmad [narrated] in his Muasnad, Hashim narrated to us he said, 
Abdulhamid narrated to us he said, Shahr b. Hawshab narrated to us he 
said, Asma Bint Yazid narrated to us, that Abu Dhar Ghifari (Radi Allahu 
*Anhu) used to serve the Prophet (.f442). So when he used to finish serving 
him (i522), he would come to the Masjid and that Masjid was his house in 
which he used to sleep. 

So one night the Prophet (22) entered the Masjid, and he (2) 
found Abu Dhar (Radi Allaha *Anhu) lying on his side in the Masjid. 
Subsequently the Messenger of Allah (#2) shook him with his (i522) 
foot, so he sat up straight. The Messenger of Allah (242) said to him: 

What is your assessment about sleeping? 

So Aba Dhar (Radi Allaht ’Anhu) said: O Messenger of Allah (522) 
where shall I sleep, do I have any other house besides this? 

So the Messenger of Allah (#422) sat down with him and said to him: 

What will happen to you when you are expelled from it? He replied, I 
will go to Sham. Indeed, Sham is the land of emigration, the land of 
assembly and the land of the Prophets, so I will also become one of its 
inhabitants. 

So he (42) said to him, then what will you do when you are expelled 
from there [Sam] as well? So he replied, I will return again [to Madinah] for 
it is my home and my dwelling. 

He (£22) said to him, then what will you do when you are expelled 
from here (Madinah) for the 2"4 time as well? So he replied, I will then take 
my sword and fight with my life until I die. Hearing this, the Messenger of 
Allah (2422) placed his (#2) hand on his shoulder and said, shall I tell 
you something better than that? Aba Dhar (Radi Allaha “Anhu) replied, yes 
indeed [please do so] may my parents be sacrificed for you O Prophet of 
Allah (.tt542 ). 

The Messenger of Allah (i422) said, do your best, go wherever they lead 
you, even if your ruler is an Abyssinian slave, until you meet me [in the 
hereafter] in that condition.*! 


41 [IN] In this Hadith there is a conversation between the Messenger of Allah 
(alse) and Abu Dhar Ghifari (Radi Allah ’Anhu) in which he (se) wanted to 
know how much patience he could endure after people drive him out of the 
localities. This is because those who follow the religion of Allah and the Sunnah of 
the Messenger of Allah (lye) are usually harassed by Shaytan and his followers. 


The concluding advice of the Prophet (A492) was such that he (Alstz) stated the = 
gs P 
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Imam Ahmad” reported it like this and it’s Ismad is Hasan, Allah knows best. 


= best thing which Abu Dhar (Radi Allaht ’Anhu) could do is do his best in 
following the religion and continue to obey the Muslim rulers in those things which 
they are to obeyed in in order to prevent unnecessary anarchy. 

#2 [TN] Musnad Ahmad vol.45, p.568 and it’s Isndd is Da’if due to the condition of 
Shahr b. Hawshab. However the Hadith is Hasan Li-Ghayribi due to other similar 
narrations. See A/-Mu ‘jam Al-Kabir vol.2, p.148, ALHihah vol.1, p.352, Musnad 
Ahmad vol.35, 338 and Sunan Ibn Majah Hadith no.2862 
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Hadith No.14 


Muhammad b. Dhuhali said, Muhammad b. Kathir As-San’ani narrated to 
us, from Ma’mar, from Az-Zuhri, from Safwan b. ‘Abdullah b. Safwan he 
said, 

On the day of [the Battle of] Sifin, a man stood up and said, O Allah 
curse the people of Sham. So “Ali (Radi Allah ‘Anhu) said, do not abuse 
the people of Sham much, for the Abdal are in it. 


Zuhri narrated it from Safwan in Mawqif form like this.8 


3 [IN] This Azhar is Da’if due to Muhammad b. Kathir being Da ‘if See Mizan U/- 
tidal vol.4, p.18-19. ALAhadith Ul-Mukbhtarah vol.2, p.111 
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Hadith No.15 


Indeed it has been reported by Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal in his Musnad from 
another way [Isndd| in Marfu’ form. He said Al-Mughira narrated to us he 
said, Safwan narrated to us he said, Shurayh narrated to me i.e. Ibn Ubayd 
he said, the people of Sham were mentioned in front of ‘Ali b. ‘Ali Talib 
(Radi Allaha ‘Anhu) when he was in Iraq. 

So the people said, curse them O Commander of the believers. So he 
said, no, indeed I heard the Messenger of Allah (#22) saying, 

“The Abdal will be in Sham and they shall be 40 men. When one of 
them dies Allah places another man in his place. Through them [i.e. their 
Duas| the tain is sent, victory is achieved against the enemies and the 
punishment is warded off from the people of Sam.” 


The narrators of the Hadith are Thigah however it is Mungati’ because 
Shurayh b. Ubayd did not meet ‘Ali (Radi Allaht ‘Anhu). 


Hafidh Abt ’Abdullah said, 

I have not found any Hadith with a better Mutasil Isnad mentioning the 
Abdal than this aforementioned Hadith. He [Aba ’ Abdullah] stated this. 
Allah knows best.*4 


44 [IN] This Hadith is Munkar and the Isnad is Da’if. Musnad Ahmad vol.2, p.231 and 
ALAbadith Ul-Mukhtarah vol.2, p.110. See Silsilah Ad-Da’ifah of Shaykh Albani 
Hadith no.936 
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Hadith No.16 


{Ibn ’Umar]45 (Radi Allaha ’Anhu) said that the Prophet (22) said, 

“Tblis entered Iraq, then he fulfilled his needs there, then he entered 
Sham, then he was reprimanded from there. Then he entered Egypt, where 
he laid eggs, hatched children and spread disciples.” 


Reported by At-Tabarani.*° 


45 [IN] The original text states Imran b. Husayn (Radi Allaha ‘Anhu) however this 
is a mistake of the scribe which has been corrected from Fadha’il Ush-Sham of As- 


Sam’ani Hadith no.10 
46 [IN] This Hadith is Da’if Jiddan because a narrator in the Isndd called Ibn Lahiyah 


is Da ‘if, ALMu jam Al-Kabir vol.12, p.261. 
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Hadith No.17 


Aba Darda (Radi Allah ’Anhu) said that the Messenger of Allah (.i%22) 
said, 

“The camp of the Muslims on the day of the great battle is A+Ghuta 
near a city called Damascus. It is among the best cities of Sham.” 


Reported by Ahmad*’, Abu Dawad* and Tabarani.”” 


47 [TN] This Hadith is Sahih. See Sahih AtTarghib Wat-Tarhib Hadith no.3097. 
Musnad Ahmad vol.36, p.56. Takhrij Abadith Fadha’il Ash-Sham Wa Dimishg by 
Shaykh Albani p.67 

48 [IN] Sunan Abi Dawud Hadith 10.4298 

4 (IN| Ma?jam ALAnsat Hadith no.3229 
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Hadith no.18 


Awf b. Malik (Radi Allah ’Anhu) said, I came to the Prophet (#22) and 
he (42) was in in his (42) tent. So I greeted him (22) with Salam and 
he (.itsaé) said, are you Awf b. Malik? I said, yes. He (.i22) said, enter. So I 
said, shall I enter completely or partially? He (.%22) said, rather enter 
completely. 

Then he (#2) said, O Awf b. Malik count 6 before the Hour [ie. signs 
before the Day of Judgement] the 1* [sign] of which is my death. So I 
started crying till he (422) made me quiet. Then he (#22) said, say 1. So I 
said, 1. 

[Then he (.itsa2) said], the 24 [sign] is the conquest of Bayt u/-Magqdis, say 
2. So I said, 2. 

Then he (.i%22) said, the 3 [sign] is death will occur frequently in my 
Ummah and they will get it like a plague occurs among goats, say 3. So I 
said, 3. 

Next he (2422) said, the 4% [sign] will be a fitnah in my Ummah. He 

(usa) declared it to be a great Fitnah then he (#422) said, say 4. So I said, 
4, 

After that he (i422) said, the 5% [sign] is that you will have a lot of 
wealth to the extent that even if a person gives 100 Dinars to someone, he 
will be displeased at that too, say 5. So I said, 5. 

Then he (2422) said, the 6" [sign] will be a truce between you and Bani 
Assfar, then they will gather under 80 banners [and come to attack youl. 
Under each banner will be [an army of] 12,000. So on that day the camp of 
the Muslims will be in the land called A/Ghuta in a city called Damascus. 


Reported by TabaranP? with a Jayid Isnad. 


50 [TN] This Hadith is Sahih. Al-Mu ‘jam ALKabir vol.18, p.42 and Musnad Ahmad 
vol.39, p.411. This is also reported in a summarised way in Sahih Bukhari Hadith 
no.3176 and Sanan Ibn Majah Hadith no.4042 
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Hadith no.19 


Makhul, from Mu’adh b. Jabal (Radi Allaha *Anhu) he said the 
Messenger of Allah (.i%s22 ) said, 

“The camp of the Muslims is at A+Ghufa in a city called Damascus. It is 
among the best cities of Sham.” 


Reported by Abu ash-Shaykh b. Hayan>! 


51 [TN] This Hadith is Da’if because of the Ingita’ between Makhul and Mu’adh b. 
Jabal (Radi Allaha *Anhu). Tarikh Dimishq of Ibn ’Asakir vol.1, p.229. However it 
becomes Hasan Li Ghayrihi Insha Allah due to other Muta’ba‘at reports which have 


been narrated by other companions that are Sahih. See Hadith no.17 of this book 
which is Sahsh. 
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Hadith no.20 


Imam Ahmad said, [Abul Yaman narrated to us]>2, Aba Bakr narrated to us 
meaning Ibn Abi Maryam, from Abdurahman b. Jubayr b. Nufayr, from his 


father he said, a man from the companions of Muhammad (i522) narrated 


to us that the Messenger of Allah (222) said, 

“Soon you will conquer Sam. So when you are given a choice to stay in 
a dwelling there then stick to [and go to] a city called Damascus because it 
will be the refuge of the Muslims in times of the Ma/hamah [great battle]. 
The camp of it will be at a land called A+Gbuta.”>5 


2 [IN] This is missing from the book however it has been corrected from Musnad 
Ahmad. 

53 [TN] The Isnad is Da’if: This is because the narrator Abu Bakr b. Abi Maryam 
has been criticised with elements of weakness. Musnad Ahmad vol.29, p.13. 
However it becomes Hasan Li-Ghayrihi Insha Allah due to other witnessing reports 
which have been narrated by other companions that are Sahih. See Hadith no.17 of 
this book which is Sahsh. 
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Hadith No.21 


Ibn Marduyah reports, from Samak, from Ikrimah from, Ibn ‘Abbas (Radi 
Allaht ’Anhu) said [the meaning of the aah], 


“,..a high ground having level [areas] and flowing water.” 


(Sarah Al-Mu’minun, ayah no.50) 


I have been told that it refers to the canals of Damascus.%4 


54 [IN] This Isnad is Da’if. Tarikh Dimishq of Ibn ’Asakir vol.1, p.204. However 
there are other Isnad for this which are Sahih. See Tafsir Ibn Kathir vol.3, p.247, Tafsir 
At-Tabari vol.18, p.26 and Musanaf Ibn Abi Shaybah no.32456. 
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CHAPTER NO.2 
WHAT HAS BEEN MENTIONED REGARDING 
THE FITAN ARISING FROM THE EAST 


Hadith No.22 


It has been reported from Bukhari and Muslim in their Saha [books of 
Abadith\, and the words ate of [Sahzh| Muslim, from Ibn “Umar (Radi 
Allaha ’Anhu) that the Messenger of Allah (£422) stood by the door (of the 


in of) Hafsah (Radi Allaha ’Anha) and, pointing towards the East, 


e (stusut) said, 


“The Fitnah would appear from this side, from where the horns of 
Shaytan would appear.’55 Meaning the East. 


55 [TN] Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.7093 and Sahih Muslim Hadith no.2905 [6939] 


33 


THE VIRTUES OF SHAM 


Hadith No.23 


In another Hadith from him [Ibn “Umar] (Radi Allaha “Anhu) he said, I 
heard the Messenger of Allah (.i22) as saying while pointing his (2) 
hands towards the east, 

“The Fitnah would appear from this side, indeed the Fitvah would 
appear from this side, [He (i422) repeated this] 3 times, from where the 
horns of Shaytan would appear.”>* In another wording, 

“Lo, Fitnah would appear from this side...”’5’ [repeating it] twice. 


In some routes [Isnad] of Bukhari, from Ibn “Umar (Radi Allaha ’Anhu) he 
said, The Prophet (,i#sa2) stood up to deliver a sermon, and pointing to 
Aisha (Radi Allaha ’Anha) dwelling (i.e. Eastwards), he (ia) said, 

“Fitnah [will appear from] here” [repeating it] thrice “from where the 
horns of Shaytan would appear.’® 


In another route [Isnad] he (i522) stood beside the pulpit®®, and in 
another stood on the pulpit. 


56 [TN] Sahih Muslim Hadith no.2905 [6942] 
57 [TN] Sahth Muslim Hadith no.2905 [6942] 
38 [TN] Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.3104 
| Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.3511 
| Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.7092 
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Hadith No.24 


Additionally from Ibn Umar (Radi Allaha ’Anhu) that the Prophet (set) 
said, 
“© Allah! Bless for us our Shaw and bless for us our Yemen.” 


He (,llse&) said this many times, so when he (,tlyst) said it for the 3" or 4t 
time, they [the people] said, O Messenger of Allah (Sallallaha “Alayhi Wa 
Sallam), then [also] in our Iraq? 

He (set) said, “There will be earthquakes and tribulations by means of 
it, and the horn of Shaytan will come out from there.” 


Reported by Bukhari®!, Tirmidhi? and Tabarani®. The words [in the Hadith] 
ate from Tabarani. 


61 [TN] Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.1037 
62 [IN] Swnan at-Tirmidhi Hadith no.3953 
63 [IN] Ma ‘jam al-Kabir of at-Tabarani vol.12, p.384 
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Hadith No.25 


Muslim reported from Fudhayl [from his father] he said, I heard Salim b. 
‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (Radi Allaht ’Anhu) saying, 

O people of Iraq how strange it is that you ask about the minor sins but 
commit major sins? I heard from my father “Abdullah b. "Umar (Radi 
Allaha ’ Anhu) saying that he heard the Messenger of Allah (,'seé) as saying 
while pointing his hand towards the east, 

“Indeed the Fitnah would come from this side, from where appear the 
horns of Shaytan.’’ 


64 [IN] Sahih Muslim Hadith no.2905 [6943] 
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Hadith No.26 


A’mash narrated from Abdullah b. Dhirar Asadi, he narrated from his 
father, he narrated from Abdullah b. Mas’td (Radi Allaht ’Anhu) that the 
Prophet (,llsee) said, 

“When Allah distributed good, He placed 9 parts [out of 10] of it in 
Sham and the remainder in the rest of the Earth. [When] He distributed bad, 
He placed 1 part [out of 10] of it in Sham and the remainder in the rest of 
the Earth.” 


It has been reported in the same way by Imam Ahmad.® 


65 [IN] This narration is not present in Musnad Ahmad. Rather there is a narration 
with a different Sanad and with a slightly different wording in Muasnad Ahmad vol.9, 
p.458, and Allah knows best. See A/Mu ‘jam AlKabir of Tabarani vol.9, p.177 
Hadith n0.8881 and it’s Isnad is Da ‘if due to the weakness of Abdullah b. Dhirar. 
Therefore this Atbar is Da ‘if: 
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Hadith No.27 


Zayd b. Thabit (Radi Allaht *Anhu) said, we were gathering the Qur'an 
from scraps of paper whilst being gathered around the Messenger of Allah 
(lise) when the Messenger of Allah (,llseé) said, 

“Tuba [glad tidings] for ash-Sham®?. It was said, O Messenger of Allah, 
why is that for [?] He (<llsaé) said, 

Indeed, the Angels of Ar-Rahman [The Most Gracious Allah] have 
spread their wings over it [Sham]. 


It has been reported by Imam Ahmad”, Tirmidhi’!, Tabarani and it’s 
Sanad is on the condition of Sahzh [Bukhari].73 


66 [I'N] There is a clear statement in this Hadith that the Qur'an was compiled 
in the presence of the Messenger of Allah (lyst), as is proved by the wording in 
this Hadith. Similarly it was re-collected and re-compiled during the eras of Aba 
Bakr (Radi Allaha ‘Anhu) and ’Uthman (Radi Allaht ’Anhu). 

6&7 [I'N] Ibn ul-Athir said, Tuba here means, one who does good things. An-Nihiyah 
vol.3, p.318. Al-Mubarakfuri said, i.e. comfort and a good life for it and it’s people. 
Tuhfatul Ahwadhi vol.10, p.315 

68 [TN] In a lot of the narrations the wording is, Tuba [glad tidings] for the people 
of Sham. See Takhrij Abadith Fadha’il Ash-Sham Wa Dimishg by Shaykh Albani p.9 

6 PIN] Mulla Ali Qari said, meaning that the region of Sham and it’s people are 
protected from disbelief. Mirgatul Mafatih Hadith no.6273. Al-Munawi_ said, 
meaning that blessings descend here and dangers as well as harms are warded off 
from it. Faydul Qadir vol.4, p.361 

7 [IN] Musnad Ahmad vol.35, p.483, Hadith no.21608 

7 [TN] Tirmidhi Hadith no.3954 

? [IN] ALM jam Al-Kabir vol.5,p.158 

73 [TN] See Sahih At-Targhib At-Tarhib Hadith no.3095, Silsilah As-Sahibah of Albani 
Hadith no.503. 
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Hadith No.28 


Salim b. Abdullah narrates from his father [Abdullah b. Umar (Radi Allahu 
*Anhu)] that the Messenger of Allah (tlscé) said, 

“Soon, before the Day of Judgement, a fire shall emerge at Hadramawt 
ot from the sea of Hadramawt which shall gather the people.” 

We said, O Messenger of Allah (yet), what do you command us to do? 
He Sal said, 

“Stick to [and go to] Sham.” 

It has been narrated by Imam Ahmad” and Tirmidhi”®. (Tirmidhi) has 
said that this Hadith is Hasan Sahih Gharib. 


7 [TN] Musnad Ahmad vol.9, p.276, Hadith no.5376, vol.8. p.134, Hadith no.4536. 
Sahih ul-Jami’ Hadith no.3609 
% [IN] Tirmidhi Hadith no.2217. See Sahih Targhib Wat-Tarhib Hadith no.3096 
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Hadith No.29 


From Abt Idris Khawlani (Tabi'i), from Abdullah b. Hawalah (Radi Allaha 
’Anhu), he said that the Messenger of Allah (aiseé) said, 

“{In the future] You will discover groups of armies, an army in Sham, an 
army in Yemen and an army in Iraq.” 

Ibn Hawalah said, Choose for me O Messenger of Allah (alse) [in case 
I encounter that and reach that period]. He (sé) replied, 

“Stick to [and go to] Sham, [but] whosoever is unwilling [and refuses to 
go to Sham then] go to Yemen, and drink from its water [ponds]. This is 
because indeed Allah has guaranteed [and assured] to take special care of 
Sham and it’s people for me.’’’ 


So when Abu Idris Khawlani would narrate this Hadith he would turn his 
attention to Abu Amir and he would say, 
“Whoever has Allah as his guarantor will not be wasted [or suffer loss].” 


Hafidh Aba “Abdullah Al-Maqdisi said, this Hadith is well known and its 
chain is a Sahéh Isnad. Without a doubt, it has been narrated by many people 
from Abdullah b. Hawalah (Radi Allaht ’Anhu). 


7 [TN] This Hadith is Sahih. Sahih u\-Jami’ Hadith 10.3659, Sahih Ibn Hibban Hadith 
no.7306, Mustadrak al-Hakim vol.4, p.510 and Musnad Abmad vol.33, p.466. In this 
Hadith the words “stick to [and go to] Sham’ have been mentioned once. While in 
Musnad Ahmad, the words “stick to [and go to] Sham? have appeared 3 times. This 
means that the emphasis has been placed on holding onto [and going to] Sham. 
Before the Day of Judgement, the descent of Isa (’Alayhisalam) will be in this 
area, for this reason, migration to this area has also been necessitated, and 
whosoever cannot migrate to the area of Sham, he should make a journey towards 
Yemen. 
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Hadith No.30 


Bahz b. Hakim, from his father, from his grandfather, he said, 

I said, O Messenger of Allah (,l'se) where do you order me [to go]? He 
(cliyeé) said, 

“There fie. this way]”, and he (set) pointed towards Sham with his 
(alse) hand.” 


It was narrated by Imam Ahmad”, Nasa’ and Tirmidhi®°. He (Tirmidhi) 
said that this Hadith is Hasan Sahih. 


7 [IN] This Hadith is Sahih. See Takhrij Abadith Fadbail Ash-Sham Wa Dimishg by 
Shaykh Albani p.36 

78 [IN] Musnad Ahmad vol.3, p.233, Hadith no.20031 

[IN] This narration is not present in Swnan Nasa? Kubra or Mujtaba, and Allah 
knows best. 

8° [TN] Sanan Tirmidhi Hadith no.2192 
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Hadith No.31 


From Bakar b. Tamim. from Makhul, from Wathila Radiu, he said, I heard 
the Messenger of Allah (ass) saying to Hudhaifah b. Yaman and Mu’adh 
b. Jabal (Radi Allaha ’Anhu), and they were both consulting him (sce) 
about somewhere to live, so he (Alyez) pointed to Sham. They asked him 
(dise&) again, so he (Alls) pointed to Sham and he (see) said, 

“Stick to [and go to] Sham, for it is indeed the chosen land of Allah the 
Mighty and Majestic. It is inhabited by the best of Allah’s creatures. 
[However] whosoever is unwilling [and refuses to go to Sham then] go to 
Yemen, and drink from its water [ponds]. This is because indeed Allah has 
guaranteed [and assured] to take special care of Sham and it’s people for 
me.” 


It has been narrated by Hafidh Yahya b. Sa’id from his Ismad.8! 


81 [IN] ALMa jam Al-Kabir by Tabarani vol.22, p.58, Hadith no.137. This Isnad is 
Da‘if for 2 reasons, 1. Bishr b.Awn and Bakar b. Tamim are Majhul, see Mizan ul- 
Ttidal vol.1, p.340 and 2. Al-Walid b. Hamad Ar-Ramli is Da’# see Al-Irshad By 
Khalili vol.1, p.409. Although this Hadith is not Sahih from Wathilah (Radi Allaha 
‘Anhu) the wording of the Hadith is similar to other Sahih Shawabid narrations. See 
Sahih ul-Jami’ Hadith no0.3949 
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Hadith No.32 


From Fudhayl b. Ghazwan he said, I heard “Abdullah b. "Umar (Radi 
Allaht ’Anhu) saying, 

O people of Iraq how strange it is that you ask about the minor sins but 
commit major sins? I heard from my father “Abdullah b. "Umar (Radi 
Allaha ’ Anhu) saying that he heard the Messenger of Allah (,tlseé) as saying 
while pointing his (ase) hand towards the east, 

Indeed the Fitnah would come from this side, from where appear the 
horns of Shaytan and you would strike the necks of one another; and Musa 
(Alayhisalam) killed a person from among the people of Pharaoh 
unintentionally and Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, said, 


“,..And you killed someone, but We saved you from retaliation 
and tried you with a [severe] trial....”°? 


[Sarah Taha, ayah no.40| 


Reported by Bukhari®? from this Hadith which is Marfa’ to the Prophet 


(lisa). 


Concluding [with] all complete praise is due to Allah alone, and may peace 
and blessings be upon Sayidina Muhammad, his family and companions [as 


well as those who follow him]. (tly) 


82 [TN] Sahih Muslim Hadith no.2905 [6943] 
83 [TN] Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.7092 
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APPENDIX — ADDITIONAL AHADITH RELATED 
TO SHAM 


Hadith No.1 


Aba Dhar (Radi Allaha ’Anhu) said, I said O Messenger of Allah (llset) 
which Masjid was 1° built on the surface of the Earth. He (set) said, 

“Al-Masjid ul-Haram [in Makkah].” I said, which was built next so he 
(alise&) replied, 

“Al-Masjid ul-Aqsa** [in Jerusalem].” I said what was the period of 
construction between the 2. He (Alyse) said, 

“40 years.” Then [He (Allsee) said], 

“Wherever [you may be, and] the time for Sadah becomes due, perform 
the Sa/ah there, for the best thing is to do so.” fie. to offer the Sa/ah on 
time].85 


84 PI'N] The name al-Masjid ul-Aqsa was historically applied to the entire sanctuary 
and the buildings in it, [one of] the most important of which is the Dome of the 
Rock which was built by ‘Abdul Malik b. Marwan in 72 Hiri which is regarded as 
one of the greatest Islamic historical buildings. However today the name is applied 
to the great Masjid which is situated in the southern part of the sanctuary plateau 
[and not the Dome of the Rock]. See A-Mawsu'ah Al-Philiastiniyah vol.4, p.203 
Praying Sa/ah in Masjid ul-Aqsa is 250 times greater in reward than in other Masajid 
except for the Haram in Makkah and the Prophet (tye) Masjid in Madinah. See 
Mustadrak_ Al-Hakim vol.4, p.509 and this Hadith is Sahih. 

85 [TN] Sahih Bukhari Hadith no.3366 
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Hadith No.2 


Ibn ‘Umar (Radi Allaht ‘Anhu) relates that a freed slave of his approached 
him and said, times have become difficult on me and I want to go to Iraq. 
He said, why not [go to] Sam the land of resurrection. Have patience 
foolish® lady for indeed I heard the Messenger of Allah (ssi) saying, 

“Whoever has patience during the difficulties of Madinah then I will be 
a witness or intercessor for him on the Day of Judgement.”’*” 


86 [I'N] Referring to the young person who does not follow the words of others. 

87 [IN] This Hadith is Sahih. Sahih Muslim Hadith no.1377 and Sunan At-Tirmidhi 
Hadith no.3918. The meaning of times being difficult is that there was a drought. 
There is a clear indication of the virtue of living in Madinah and being patient with 
its hardships. 
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Hadith No.3 


Abdullah b. Amr (Radi Allaha ’Anhu) said, Allah’s Messenger (lise) said, 

“Indeed when Sulayman b. Dawid (Alayhisalam) [re-]constructed Bayt 
ul-Magdis he asked Allah for 3 things. He asked Allah for judgement 
concurring with His judgement, so Allah granted him that. 

Then he asked Allah for sovereignty that would not belong to anyone 
after him and He granted him that. 

He asked Allah that if any man went out of his house only wanting to 
pray in this Masjid [Masjid ul-Aqsa], that he would emerge free of sin as on 
the day of his mother bore him. We hope that Allah, may He be Glorified 
and Exalted, has granted that to him.’’88 


88 [IN] This Hadith is Sahih. Sahih ul-Jami Hadith no.2090 and Musnad Ahmad 
vol.11, p.220 
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Hadith No.4 


Aba Hurayrah (Radi Allaht ’Anhu) said, Allah’s Messenger (sei) said, 

“There shall not cease being a group in my Ummah maintaining the 
command of Allah, they shall not be harmed by those who oppose them, 
fighting their enemies. Whenever one wat goes away, a war breaks out with 
another people. Allah diverges the hearts of a people to provide sustenance 
for them [the group in the Ummah] from it, until the Hour comes to them, 
as if it is a piece of the dark night. So they will be alarmed by that, such that 
they constantly wear armour for that.” 

Additionally, Allah’s Messenger (use) said, 

“They ate the people of Sam.” Allah’s Messenger (,llse) scraped the 
ground with his finger, indicating the direction of Shad until he hurt it.*° 


89 [IN] This Hadith is Sahih. Silsilah Sahihah Hadith no.3425. Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyyah said, the Prophet (tse) highlighted the distinct character of the people 
of Sham by noting that they will continue to comply with the commands of Allah 
until the end of time, and that the victorious group will remain among them until 
the end of time. This is speaking of an ongoing matter that will remain with them, 
that they will be numerous and strong. This description does not apply to anyone 
in the Muslim world except the people of Sham... knowledge and Iman are still 
present in that land, and whoever fights in that land to support the Imdn will be 
victorious and will be granted divine help. Majmu ul-Fatawa vol.4, p.449 
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Hadith No.5 


The Prophet (Alsei) said, 

“T have been warning you about the Daja/ who has one abraded eye.” 
[The narrators] said, I think he said the left eye.” 

“He will have with him mountains of bread and rivers of water, and his 
sign will stay in the earth for forty mornings, and his authority will reach 
everywhere. He will not come to four Masajid: the Ka’bah [in Makkah], the 
Masjid of the Prophet [in Madinah], al-Masjid ul-Aqsa [in Jerusalem] and 
the Masjid of Tur [in Sinai].’! 


°° [IN] From other Hadith it is evident that both of Dajal’s eyes will be defective. 

1 [TN] This Hadith is Sahih. Musnad Ahmad Hadith no.23139. Aba Bakr (Radi 
Allaha ’Anhu) said, The Messenger of Allah (Ais) told us, “The Dajid/ will emerge 
from a land in the east called Khorasan.” This Hadith is Sahih, see Sunan Tirmidhi 
Hadith no.2237 
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Hadith No.5 


Ma’ adh b. Jabal (Radi Allahu ’ Anhu) said, Allah’s Messenger (22) said, 

“Bayt ul-Magqdis will flourish when Yathrib is in ruins, and Yathrib will be 
in ruins when Ma/bamab (great battle] appears. The Malbamah appears with 
the conquest of Constantinople and Constantinople will be conquered 
when the Dayal appears.” 


92 [TN] This Hadith is Sahih. Sahih ul-Jami Hadith no.4096 and Sunan Aba Dawid 
Hadith no.4294 
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Hadith no.6 


Irbad b. Sariyah (Radi Allah ’Anhu) said, Allah’s Messenger (.iaé) said, 
“O Ibn Hawalah when you see that the Caliphate has settled in the 
blessed land [Jerusalem] then earthquakes and abounding grief are close as 
well as tremendous affairs and [then] on that day the Hour [Day of 
Judgment] is closer to the people than this hand is to your head.’ 


3 [IN] This Hadith is Sahih. Sahih ul-Jami’ Hadith no.7838 and Sunan Aba Dawud 
Hadith no.2535 
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Hadith No.7 


Aws b. Aws Ath-Thagafi (Radi Allaha ’Anhu) that he heard the Messenger 
of Allah (ise) saying, 

“Isa b. Maryam ( Alayhisalam) will descend at the white minaret east of 
Damascus.”’4 


% [TN] This Hadith is Sahih. A-Mu‘jam ALKabir Tabarani Hadith n0.590. Sahih Al- 
Jami As-Saghir Hadith 10.8169. Takhrij Ahbadith Fadhail Ash-Sham Wa Dimishq by 
Shaykh Albant p.61 
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Hadith No.8 


Nawas b. Sam’an (Radi Allah ’Anhu) said that Allah’s Messenger (liseé) 


made a mention of the Dajjal one day in the morning...[then he (,ilssé) 
said], 
“...The son of Maryam will kill the Daya/ at the gates of Lud...”5 


% [IN] Sahih Muslim Hadith 10.2937 Lud is a place in Palestine which is near 
Jerusalem. 
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